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Balinese Hinduism worships various gods and is a fusion of Hinduism with Bali's
culture. Offerings to the gods are diverse, and preparing them requires significant
time, effort, and expense daily. The most commonly used offering is called
"chanang," resembling a small flower basket. It is presented with prayers twice
daily, in the morning and evening, at various locations. Previously, households often
used more than 100 chanang a day.

Research conducted from 2020 to 2023 focused on the extensive materials and
production of chanang. Chanang containers are typically made from young coconut
leaves, filled with pandan and betel leaves, along with petals of Impatiens, marigold
and hydrangea flowers, which are now the mainstream components. Traditionally,
women spent considerable time crafting chanang, but changes in lifestyles such as
women's increased participation in society and declining birth rates have led to a
decrease in the number of chanang used per household.

Additionally, while chanang were once homemade, they are now readily available
for purchase as finished products or as components in markets and street stalls.
Especially, hydrangeas and Impatiens, newly used in chanang and consumed in
large quantities, are horticultural varieties with a relatively recent history of use. It
remains uncertain whether they will continue to be used in the future. However, due
to their ease of cultivation and high demand, there has been an increase in
cultivation areas, leading to changes in land use. As a result of economic
development, which has brought about a wealthier and more convenient lifestyle,
there have been changes in the demand for chanang, methods of acquisition, and the
plant materials used in chanang. This has emerged as one of the factors transforming
the traditional landscape of Bali.

Attention should be paid to the trade-off relationship between gaining economic
prosperity and shaping and maintaining regional identity.
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